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W
hat H

appened?



B
efore 1690

●
F

rom
 1600-1690

●
P

eople started accusing others of being 
w

itches 

●
Judges w

ere still skeptical because nothing 
could be proven, and w

as it not yet m
ade a 

big deal the w
ithin society.

●
A

bout 100 people w
ere accused to be 

w
itches before 1690, how

ever only a few
 

w
ere convicted and even few

er w
ere 

executed. M
ost of those w

ho w
ere 

convicted w
ere m

iddle aged w
om

en w
ho 

angered their neighbors.

●
W

itches w
ere also know

 as “allies of the 
devil”, and w

ere thought to harness 
invisible spirits for good and evil 
purposes. 

●
T

hey w
ere know

n to practice fortune 
telling, healing potions/charm

s, and harm
 

(causing death of child or valuable 
anim

als).



A
fter 1690

●
A

ll of a sudden in 1690 w
itchcraft 

accusations spread rapidly throughout 
rural com

m
unities in M

assachusetts. 
T

his occurred during the w
ar in the 

north.
●

A
nytim

e som
eone died, or m

isfortune 
occurred, som

eone w
as blam

ed for it .
●

S
pread from

 just m
iddle-aged w

om
en 

accused, to both m
en and w

om
en of 

all ages. 
●

C
ourts w

ere flooded w
ith cases of 

accused w
itches and all doubt left the 

courts. P
eople w

ere being convicted 
left and right.

●
T

his lasted for eight m
onths.



●
H

anged - 14 w
om

en and 5 m
en

●
S

toned - 1 m
an

●
C

onfessed to being w
itches - 54 

total
●

Jailed - 140 total

S
tatistics (w

ithin 8 m
onths)

w
w

w
.em

aze.com

S
ource: textbook 



H
ow

 D
id It E

nd?



C
onclusion of the W

itch T
rials

●
A

ccording to them
, their province 

w
as under direct assault not only 

by the Indians and their F
rench 

A
llies, but by the D

evil and his 
allied w

itches.
●

T
here are m

any theories as to 
how

 the w
itch trials cam

e to end. 
●

T
he governor got rid of the court 

that w
as continuing to prosecute 

these w
itches, and the trials w

ere 
determ

ined unlaw
ful. 

●
T

he governor ended the trials 
because his ow

n w
ife w

as accused 
of  w

itchcraft. 
●

L
asted 8 m

onths total and both 
m

en and w
om

en w
ere convicted.

●
1711- the colony passed a bill 
that restored the rights of those 
w

ho w
ere accused. 



S
ignificance



W
hat does this tell us about life in C

olonial T
im

e?
●

T
here w

ere P
uritan com

m
unities.

●
T

he people w
ere very religious and stuck to their traditions.

●
T

here w
as a problem

 w
ith society's view

 of w
om

en; people believed that they 

m
ay have caused all of the w

orld’s problem
s.

●
In the com

m
unity there w

as isolationism
, paranoia, and repression.

●
T

he villages w
ere vulnerable to fam

ine, attacks from
 Indian tribes, epidem

ic, 

and econom
ic hardship.

●
T

hey m
ay have had problem

s betw
een colonies due to accusations of w

itchcraft.



The End


